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ar.#.7. 562(37) .—siasefa o srfarfaam, 2021 (2021 T 24) Fr &m=T 106 FT ITLTT (1) F
T Termaferd siqaehia seram (TRaaa a1 Iiaee & forw 0@ srqaree) =99, 2025 #1 9ET 9ra
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STET () § geaid araL 464(3), aE 11 Jars, 2025 31T yEiea T @ o, SEd 5w
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& FET F TF I9H TATIAT 31 ATl THT GATS SFARRAT T AT AT TATT AHAT T TT 2,

T, I ATELAAT ¥ ATt 11 S[ATS, 2025 FT AT T ST FT &F T2 2fF;
T 3<% IT=T AFAT & gy H S9ar § T AEdl S AT T Aeid g gy GE

AT B
A2, AT Fo 1T TLRTY, Aq<eNT T sTfarfa=aw, 2021 (2021 1 24) Fr 41w 28 Fit
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(2) T TSI H 370 THTI T AT FT TIT il
2. IRTYTG - (1) = =i #, St aF 3 gasf 7 s srufera 7 27, -
(F) "afAfRe & siasefiT S afafem, 2021 (2021 F7 24) st & =
(@) "afEds a7 saraeer 7 feferfea # & #r oft srfnm , s, -
(i) STeraTT T FomTet oY aaret &7 Jsq afeaa; a1
(ii) STEATT F W1 AT A WF 1 67 qRaq; 41
(iii) == Tfcrera & stfers g AT F Fqohed TA9TL T IR, IT
(iv) T TOTTEAT T {=T S99 IT S&9 & T HT TRad; a7
(VEERIEEEEINIEE K KIS G 1E-HO
(Vi) ST-THTT &l AT =T § TATET FdT g; AT
(Vi) STEG TAT AIFHEG THAAT T LT €T F TATET Hd 8,
(3T) "FATRTOT FETHE" & AT ITH TS ST g ST SIS T A (eheor qETIEr T
FT T
(2) THH T 9151 AT ATHSATHAT TAT ST 39 HFAT § qrearoa Tgi ¢ g s aw &
AT 8, F7 a8l o7 GRIT AT Irg FHAT: ATy § =77 3 81

3. sfafRT et &1 @ rqHIed - (1) STHA\ T@THT AT THA@F ST 9T T | e aradad 4T
SYTALIT FA FT Togh ¢ [OTEH STl THATT, FAZAT AT GLAT I TATF 92T g, =9 I § §e17 787 |
T AT JEqIad Tadd IT ITTA0 it TFid qo7 f@Aear & @FEE Fd gu arvtea e &
TEIT FT

(2) STTaET 9TH g 9%, ATHIRT TR STAAT sht AT, FHAAr, foaar qor sas=-ras
THIAAT I¥ 3eh T o THLT20r & o0 swartad aiads a1 STTaer T QA aa e HaT |

(3) Tfaas AT IO T & fSore AT Ffiweor | grear At o7 fhegl AfAfEe =T #i
FULATA o Farel | srqaeii St (R=mee sie fFain) 2w, 2024 % Iuee FiT AT Ham

(4) SItIfEd TR GIRT SMaeTs T AT 6l 297 |, siqeefia e (Rerea i f=wir) =+, 2024
F o 5 7 FuTEMATEY o ST g7 Yearad giadd 3T IUTAT & aEdihl Tgoel & Haeor &
T e et A1EET areqias a1 FHEr SS=aT a7 G9ee J7 v qEraet & A1eaH o w@a
AT T AT FT FHT

(5) Tfac IT IATALOT T AT § ST STAATT GLEAT AT TATALIT I TS HLT, A5 TR STAATT T
AT THeTT0r o ATeqq F T FT AR FEM AT VAT IUTT AT Fl FH FIA 6 (o7 FHATeaq Hwar
STTURTT

(6) ST TATA H AT UH AAAT ddaefia o (Remea e fAmion) [F=w, 2024 % =+ 4 & aqEe
FRTHLOT HIETACT F T 6 e AT FIAT AU &, TG A H0 TIHTAST I AT STAATT EGTHT
ZTT AEATE qf=d 6T STusT|

(7) ST FATHT IT TATAF GTET TREAT T IHTAL0T o o0 {0 0 sreee & 94 uv,

FffRa TTfeerTe STt Tt AT =T 0 T ATHIET 67 T THTOMTS STAET FH1T a7 FTHT 82 q9Y
STAAT % el I Td ATHIET THTT Hl ST FHT

(8) ST FATHT Sqasiia g (TREERT 3T o7 aaeteht q2) e, 2022 F = 9 F aqEr
STAAT % TAT AT ST AT TALSTEG R (TATAT) F ATHAGT 6 (0 SA9TF HIHd ISTUT
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4. = IREd AT IO - T 3177 TRad= a7 IUTaor, siqasiiar Sreram (TR ST st qafeiieht
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HAECHAATHE THIAAT ¥ RIdT &1 Ta<@ma a1 9499 21 qoF TAT ATECAATHE T0ET e fHerieor

Rsmeaw g ratfeaa T o @9 ST Foama" 9T e & e ey atafea arfesrT a7
TR HIEATHET (FIHL0T FIHTICT o el STAATAT o (70) STEqa AT ST 9

(1) TREAT AT ITTALOT o o0 ST ST it Fowar 7 TATEd FHdr g, TIATAN] Araied
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H gAY FAT g o
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 3rd July, 2026

G.S.R. 562(E).—Whereas a draft of the Inland Vessels (Prior Approval for Alteration or Modification)
Rules, 2025 were published, as required under sub-section (1) of section 106 of the Inland Vessels Act, 2021 (24 of
2021), vide notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways number G.S.R.
464 (E), dated the 11th July, 2025 in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, section 3, sub-section (i), dated the
11th July, 2025, inviting objections and suggestions from persons likely to be affected thereby, before expiry of the
period of thirty days from the date on which copies of the Official Gazette containing the said notification were made
available to the public;

And whereas, copies of the said notification were made available to the public on the 11th July, 2025.

And whereas, objections and suggestions received from the public in respect of the said draft rules have been
considered by the Central Government.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub section (1) of section 28, sub-section (1) and clause
(f) of sub-section (2) of section 106 of the Inland Vessels Act, 2021 (24 of 2021), the Central Government hereby
makes the following rules, namely: —

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) These rules may be called the Inland Vessels (Prior Approval for
Alteration or Modification) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions. — (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -
(a) “Act” means the Inland Vessels Act, 2021 (24 of 2021);

(b) “Alteration or Modification” means any of the following, namely: -
(1) substantially alter the dimensions or capacity of the vessel; or
(11) changes type or primary function of the vessel; or
(111) changes the gross tonnage of the vessel by more than ten per cent., or
(iv) changes the propulsion system or main engines or type of fuels; or
(V) substantially increase service life of the vessel; or
(Vi) substantially affects the sub-division; or

(vil) substantially affect the watertight and weathertight integrity;

(c) “classification society” means a recognised organisation which is a member of the International Association
of Classification Societies.

(2) Words and expressions used herein and not defined in these rules but defined in the Act, shall have the meanings
respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3. Prior approval of designated authority. — (1) The vessel owners or operators desirous of making any
Alteration or Modification to their vessel so as to affect its strength, stability or safety shall submit an application in
the Form appended to these rules, specifying the nature and scope of the proposed alteration or modification to the
designated authority.

(2)  Upon receiving the application, the designated authority shall review the proposed Alteration or Modification to
assess their impact on vessel safety, strength, stability and structural integrity.

(3)  Alteration or Modification shall comply with the provisions of the Inland Vessels (Design and Construction)
Rules, 2024, in respect of the safety standards and any specific requirement outlined in the design or classification of
the vessel.

(4)  In case, it is deemed necessary by the designated authority, an independent evaluation may be ordered through
a naval architect or marine engineer or surveyor, or through classification society, as applicable, to assess the technical
aspects of the proposed Alteration or Modification by the vessel owner as specified in rule 5 of the Inland Vessels
(Design and Construction) Rules, 2024.

5) In case of Alteration or Modification that would impact vessel safety or environment, the designated authority
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shall order the vessel to undergo a thorough safety assessment and such measure shall be implemented to mitigate the
impact.

(6) In cases where such vessel is required to be maintained under survey of a classification society as per rule 4 of
the Inland Vessels (Design and Construction) Rules, 2024, the concerned classification society shall also be informed
accordingly by the vessel owner.

(7)  Upon verification of application for Alteration or Modification submitted by the vessel owner or operator, the
designated authority shall grant a certificate of prior approval to the vessel owner or operator and the owner shall
display the certificate of prior approval onboard the vessel at all times.

(8)  The vessel owner shall take necessary measures for recording of Alteration or Modification or re-registration of
vessel (as applicable) as per rule 9 of the Inland Vessels (Registration and other Technical issues) Rules, 2022.

4, Other alterations or modifications.- All other alterations or modifications shall be intimated in writing to the
designated authority within thirty days of carrying out such alterations or modifications in Form 6 of the Inland
Vessels (Registration and other Technical issues) Rules, 2022 .

5. Criteria for grant of approval. — All Alterations or Modifications to vessels as referred to in rule 4, shall
adhere to the following criteria, namely:-

(a) Alteration or Modification shall ensure the safety of the vessel, crew, passengers and the environment in
accordance with rule 5 of the Inland Vessels (Design and Construction) Rules, 2024 and other applicable rules
framed under the Act.

(b) structural alterations or modifications shall be designed and executed in a way that maintains or enhances
the structural integrity and stability of the vessel and the structural calculations and assessments may be carried
out by the designer and submitted to the designated authority or classification society (for vessels under
classification society), as applicable, for verification and approval.

(c) for Alterations or Modifications that affect the stability of the vessel, a stability analysis shall be conducted
as per the provisions of the Inland Vessels (Design and Construction) Rules, 2024 for verification by
designated authority or classification society, as applicable, and the vessel shall be operated within its approved
stability limits.

FORM

Application for Prior Approval of Alteration or Modification in Inland Vessel
[See rule 3(1) |

To,
The Designated Authority,

Subject: Application for Prior Approval for Alteration or Modification of Inland Vessel

Sir/Madam,
I, [Name of Owner], being the owner of the inland vessel named “ ”, bearing
Official Number , hereby submit this application seeking prior approval for

carrying out the following proposed alterations/modifications to the said vessel:

The proposed alterations/modifications are intended to:

(brief description of purpose, e.g., safety improvement, capacity enhancement, structural
modification, etc.)

I hereby undertake that:
(a) The above proposed alterations or modifications shall not be carried out without obtaining prior
approval from
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the Designated Authority;

(b) The proposed alterations or modifications shall comply with the applicable provisions of the Act
and rules made thereunder;

(c) The vessel shall be offered for inspection/survey upon completion of the approved alterations or
modifications.

I enclose herewith the following documents:

(a) Detailed plans/drawings of proposed alterations or modifications;
(b) Stability/structural calculations, if applicable;

(c) Copy of Certificate of Registration No.

(d) Proof of payment of prescribed fee (treasury challan)

(e) Any other relevant documents:

Declaration:

I hereby declare that the particulars furnished above are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

Date:
Place:

Signature of Owner:
Name of Owner:
Address:

For Office Use / Approval
The proposed alterations or modifications have been examined:

L1 Approved
[ Approved with conditions (details below)
[ Rejected

Conditions, if any:

Name & Designation of Registering Authority:
Signature:
Date:

[F. No. IWT-1I-12011/4/2025-IWT-II]

DR. KAMALA KANTA NATH, Adviser (Statistics)
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