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ITHIRRT AT, GT 30T qraeTie faqaer §med
(STeRT FTHS fasmT)
1L
T2 foeety, 27 3nred, 2026

qr.H1. 7 761(37).— Fsrw meawre, fAfasw grafasm srfafa=m, 2009 (2010 =7 1) &t e 52 g=T
Saed TRAT T AN &i3d gu, fAefertaa o sardt 8, sraiq:-

(1) Efer T ST .- (1) = =T &7 wfery am fAfess arafasme (s 9 9a77) =, 2026 2
(2) T TSI § TR AT TG F Teh | ST & o6 TET TG g1 |

2. qfeATaTe- == et ®, St a fF "aed srera sofea | a, -

() "TErRar” & THT Foft AT g et a0 A7 g F GoF qTEhrT [aer FHA AT AT qrEAwWiHE THT
(TTET ST ST, W) [AETHT (TAAUeATS)] AT ATt /i 79 (AETHE) & AR &;

(@) "srfarfrme & ffae amafsm s, 2009 (2010 #7 1) T £;

(1) “ITTEFd q9T A & 2T (TAITTARES) AT AT AT THT F THIL 6 (o0 U TTrehd hls T,
TUITeT AT T4 Tt €, o Mo (Brfae aratesme) g aw-aag 9 BAfafds o8 aadrhr, s=mem,

AT, TAEOAAT TAT ATATAT FeefT STTeqreti & T ¥gd gu o qug-a97 9% fAfafEe £ 9/, sfiw

6649 G1/2026 (1)
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et wTferTe == A= sreram wfarmme Y aat &7 ST T w i iy §, gears #1 gired daew
& F & 7T, Ao (Efesw amafesmn) g Aefea a1 sfasgha BT s e

(=) “ewitaa g aag (EE)” & gearit g aHT-Rg T SRt gy AtHEs STeT ¥ Y
U FACAE 1€ 3T ATT ST (FMSHTTH) FTT 5T ST THTT faergia Haer a8/ Go=T stfsrsa
A

(%) “siform =TS & UF forelt ==, ST, H¥Taa AT JOITelr SATSa &, ST BT srferpa awer =i 9T
THT T TZIT A ITANT FLAT &

(F) “ATAT AIAE GHT (AMEUHLT)” F 9 § qAT AR, arforisas ¢ f@tesw w7aeEt F o s
AT THA- THET AT 7, o a5 T7 Sienis AqeaeT™ TRuE—T8T /ias TTRTLTAT Z1eT
=TT ST srier R Srar 8 a9 S 2R (TAdtuass) § 5 H5e 30 fAFe #1 sithde e T+
T ST E;

(=) "TEF" &/, AT A ATHGTT F5T ZT SR8 AT Ter= & v fas=rers sfew9q
(ST) "SEARTHTSA" & FLRTE I TATa i fger a1k srmreramd srfea 2;

(1) "TwT e ¥ YOTel, deds AT AAETHAT H AHATHAE® FA o0 ITANT RU S arelt
TEVAATT FEF THT FT &0 AT

(3T) “TETET (TATTTASE)” | AATIHE TAT TR ATHETT TRIE—TET A A TTRTLTAT (FTTHAE -
TASTU) § GH{cad qrEasiias 997 (FEET) F 9T &9 9 JI99T

(%) 3 9TeRT SlI¥ UGT F, ST THH T & S TRATTT 7ai g, Foheq S srferfags § afvarfoa €, agr o g
ST 39 sAferfaae ® wAer 8

3. TS ST AT 7 fRew [ amafes sftefaam, 2009 F Suadl F Sqar aRdT 76
THT (ATSTEET) F G, AL, T, THEATHIAR T, S@UnIdr a7 STTRT & (o0 EILET FHT 3T
FLAT g, ATIh Q99 | AT AT G0 (AMEUHET) Tl THETAT H AT 3T ITHeh AT THATH A HL0T
AT BT ST 9 T9T ATH, A0 qaTel, Jrrorsy, AN, Hged Ul Aaa=dT ¥ | J9dT T THH

START H L&, faraasaar, @i, TATe I&7dT, TATETAT a9 LT Hl GeraT foaT S 746

4, AT FY ML THTS..- THT FT LT THS The (TN — T ) RO, e Sifre smafy & Faa germes
AT &l oo aieATiia o 77 8, ST #1Rrae-133 9T &l ST d AT3eS-Eee greahis ZiTeled g,
9192631770 &, /& Hz, T&T< & =0<F #ed 9T, 71 o aCrae HT9T1 SATaT 2 |

5. AT AT GO (MSTAL) FT T~ (1) IRAT GTF 0T (ATSTALT) FT A &9 e v=ao=
TTHUH.THUA: §

(2) AT ATF THT )MEUHET) FT AAF w7 g arig afga Ri-wmr-a999- v=us vquaoqos:
2T

(3) AFATIF T A=A ATHETT TRIGEA Al TANLTAT— AT 6 ATATHE FHTIAH-, TEHET
(TATTUARATS),FT AL FI AT TEET 6 AT TEUIar EfEd Fd g0 qdg 7146 a9
)ATETEET) T ATRTT FHLIT|

(4) AT T ATRE SATHETT TRUR - T FITdF TANTATAT, & FEer A9 TTRTATATY, AT
AT ATHATT TS T A TTeha THT S AT ATHNT THT AT AT HATH 6 ATEAT & TEET
(TTTUeTss) 3T TR HTHe T (AMSUALT) T TETE H|

(5) fatarss arafast g9, stesmeuaue |§ g4 fBdtas qauada - i SU9Ar, S a9 AEeiadn

qEATHT F2 % T ITeardt grm, qrfeh A= 919 G0 SUHET)) F AT IqhT AqL@uigdr graterd
T SIT Foh|
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6. TH w1 fAger.- (1) Afaes, gyames i omadfir ararast § a9 F g9 92 9 RdT q9EE a9y
(ATSTEEY) BT ST T T e 2T T &7 F T HIT I

(2) ATTAT AT qHT (AT TEET) THT &= § ek sianta arrored, afiagH, v vermad, f&fee gfeer s
o=t s oft & wreer @w fAger gem

(3) ITTEFT HHF BT &l TETET (TALTTARE) IT AT ATHH THT (MSUHLT) T AT THT THTHAA
FT FEHAT T ATLGUNIAT FT SATLET0T FH2T |

(4) ITTEFT THT &TT TerE (TAUASS) AT AT J G0 (MEUHLT) F o0 @i 997 dahd
FT TS FRT AT ATAH THTS FIHAT TOITSAT F Hiae 7077 97 A7 qédiawar, Rawar s srpeavfaar &t

I ITLRTTAA dged HT

(5) AT ST SRR ATHATT TRUS-TLT AITdHw TTRTAT ST 7T ITTEFT qT9T &Aq OTEhiT
ATLATT A AT (ATSUHET) TRTNT FXA qTAT U Al S T Thd g A AT UH S T80T J97
HAAF | A@UIT TRT TF AT Gohd &1 TG F, A7 ITATHT ATUEIT ATTHN 6 ATET Ieg
gtuferfea e fA=e & Aed & o SOt g i g a7 9196 & o se gw7g #i
FLEIIAT TR A o o A@radredt T STeT a9Tua|

7. 5= gRY g #1 afave. - FrE T a9t w9 e e au9T (rsuedn) 7 foae Rt
T gAY (39T T ITART, TR0 AT srfsrferfaa T81 .

i T qem v FrE A = sweer A fAger A AantasF fgia awd 9 qwT (rEuad)
& FTT T AT % a1 [Aeft F9 &30 F q9T % T2 6l AT a1 &, AT ShfoTsh THT THE1 1 9
AIHIEA & JATAT ATHA, AT A7 @ A= & o SwaRT B s aemm

8. ST 1T ATh T (ATSTHAT) T ATeh T T ITIAN. - (1) TR FATAT 3/ AT ST 21 =y
# fafAfEe yrfeed a9 #d % A1eq9 ¥ G- SAUFE i A1 0T TZ4A1 il AT T AEF q99
(ATSUHLT) F ATT THATHIAF |

(2) srtrfea uaerdy, Ty a1 Fre o ITTEFd ATee AT AT GaTst e siavid STHA 918 T A1 sedde
Terhie ad |l g & foru EfAfEs a0 a1 ag= Temnte, Feas (Afee arafase) g T i e
ERES el

(3) @ &1 w1 e sfavia ¥ad, gaTs g i 9l wEAad |l g, 9 39 Fa|r § qRrud s
AL T & TERAT 6 AT GHATHIIS T AIE G907 (MEUHST) FT 2909 har sroam)

(4) TEeaqot &= ek siata gea=TR, i =, St ST 21er &% ff € T=Te &3 areit Thre At 9
At F o FHg-fAT gomferat T8 (Taduasrs) & Saqeaoita YTied T80 #d F7 ST F3h
WA AT ST (ST 3 |7 S 2y, ot

()  wAdfiuerers; =

i)  SEEEUS; AT

i)y AT et g e/, v

(5) TTersha THT HTq HIAF TSR (S8 qid deas T TErRid (TALdT) e IHfd 997 Tershia
() ofF 8 T STANT FR THA THE FATT TS F4T, 7 Faer, @fdes aratesm vl qarsi o
TEerar wie AR #7 Fe

9. HTZEL AT A AA AT .- (1) THI-THTRAT TOTAT § YO gHAT F T o [0 ASigd d12a7
AT U FHeterd gi |
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(2) sifaw zare, TET (TAdruersms) a7 AT 7TEE 99T (Areuadt) ¥ 2 FEaw aa sreaefigar F form
FATILTF THT THTFHAT TUTAT FT STTRT FIT

(3) THT THTSAT 3T TST AT THT-THTHAT TUTTNAT T TATIAT FLA AT FATAT AFTAT, Foreen favra
STTHAT, T ST ATea-gaer |1 3, T FF FTd o [o17 U AT AT AT TTSTAT FHT FIATeAAT ST TLEA
AT

(4) TET-THTHRAT TOMTAT ¥ F@AT, TMAAFAT 3T ITTLAT T LT F 29T H THI-THTRAT TUTAT %
T AT STt qeaT AR (G ST et GhTT AT UH TR ST 38 Z17 STedd (o Sy
FGSAEIRIEEAER s el

(5) THIA-THTFHAT TOITIrAT, -

(i) STSTTEFT THUS 3T TEIANT § TAT 6 [T Ueh AT AT, Freads, AFedd? S THATs T STANT
!—:ﬁ.

(ii) STEhT EATAT H FEsa@=1ar &1 Uah (Saa= 17 £q< TG HLAT, I AT A1 o T34 o (70 ST,
(iii) g gEATET T2 F o graar JhEamst #71 9ad 7 % TaEag!, S9esdar, Graasiaar 6w a9
AT FT ;ST

(iv) TH AT, ANTGLTE RIGTAr Sl TThaTsll 7 Sqara < St 9 g [Aas e s

T UH | TUITAT ol GReAT 3T TE@=dr § THACT Tal H2

(6) TSI T ATHF AT T TEAT & Torw, AT Ageaqul sEaa=dT & o siaqstq e, faga =,
STATRATY, TLHEATE, IFFHRT A A, TRag, ITH, TH, T g AT 9 g, ATa9qF THT a1l
STUTTAT 3T START T 37T UET TUTEAT | T TTTerahd G997 1T 6 A <h 997 Haer F &9 § A7 a7 TH
T ITE AT TTTEha THT ST I AT (AT ST

(7) T a9 & forw, gt Ste faETe SUUg IO et a6 SURION il FH T FH UH
THT 9T S ToTer T F AT qrerHed I1 el TTTed 90 Sd & STH HAT g Tl

(8) | THISAT 3T TISH HAALTHI T HH HileA 3T Adsh TATAT SA¥ HAT-Hgeaqur Faralt i ALaear
AT F3 T o707 q97 Sq8==T | UF AT 399 ATe TTrerdhd THT Sl Bl Thihd Hl|

(9) e TAYe SAMEAATAr Al T H ITAHT srcaterd AT oY e T AT HT ITART Fh
T JHATHS AT SRR ATHITT TRUR - TR AT TTRTATAT AT &A1 (Faer AT TAETTATAr FTT
SOTTTRA AT ITTART T8 JAT & T9F ITH Feh (Mg THT TATAT T G970 T@ o (o7 qF FIATead FHT

10. FATATAT ST AL~ (1) =7 7w F7 Fquras gt w2 F o srafass sramadrar i St

(2) af iy MEr aWE TARETETT T 97 IIEaFd 80T |d AT 996 G707 (MEUHE)
FALENIAT 1Y ITAHTT Tl AT FLeA o (T UHT AGTILEAT o ST T FiT|

(3) AT T SAATRIF ATHATT TRTE - TG AITAH TARTLTAT, TEEHT (TAITTATE) FT LT FHIT
S T e AT T (TEET) % o geedt et gt w

(4) Tafers AR TART =9 AT % AqaTe 6 AT ST Jadd w4

11. efRaat.- (1) stet et =i = stfsereor F 290 Rt o Soee, et a1 ae=i= o T areer #ir
o7 ToFaT €, a8 srfarfaare & Suaet & srefie e+ grm

(2) A=, Bt AratasT 31 FE e T, =0 Afa=am & oTefie Suaet & 67 6 qaT |
ST T 37 ofea srfafoa sam

[T, & 1-9/1/2025-3577 U TH]
s e, e wft=a
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MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(Department of Consumer Affairs)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 27th August, 2026

G.S.R. 761(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by section 52 of the Legal Metrology Act, 2009, (1
0f 2010), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:-

(1) Short title and commencement.- (1) These rules may be called as the Legal Metrology (Indian Standard
Time) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force after one hundred and eighty days from the date of publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) “accuracy” means the degree to which a time or frequency value conforms to the official reference time either
Coordinated Universal Time (National Physical Laboratory India) [UTC (NPLI)] or Indian Standard Time
(IST);

(b) “Act” means the Legal Metrology Act, 2009 (1 of 2010);

(c) “Authorised Timing Source” means any institution, system or service authorised by the Director (Legal
Metrology), subject to such technical, operational, security, traceability and compliance requirements as may be
specified from time to time, for the dissemination of UTC(NPLI) or Indian Standard Time and whose authorisation
may be suspended or revoked by the Director (Legal Metrology) for non-compliance with these Rules or the
conditions of authorisation, after giving a reasonable opportunity of being heard.

(d) "Coordinated Universal Time (UTC)" means the international reference time scale computed and published
by the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM) based on data contributed by participating national
timing laboratories;

(e) "end entity" means any person, user, organisation or system receiving and using time obtained from an
authorised timing source;

(f) "Indian Standard Time (IST)" means the official time scale for all civil, commercial and legal purposes
in India, realised and maintained by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research - National Physical
Laboratory and derived by adding an offset of 5 hours and 30 minutes to UTC(NPLI);

(g) "NavIC" means Navigation with Indian Constellation, developed by Indian Space Research Organisation;
(h) "RRSL" means Regional Reference Standards Laboratories established by the Government;

(1) “timing reference” means a source of traceable and accurate time used to synchronise systems, networks or
infrastructure;

() “UTC(NPLI)” means the realisation of Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) at Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research -National Physical Laboratory;

(k) Words and expressions used herein and not defined but defined in the Act, shall have the meanings respectively
assigned to them in the Act.

3. Purpose and scope.— These rules shall provide the framework for the generation, maintenance,
dissemination, synchronisation, traceability and use of Indian Standard Time (IST) in accordance with the
provisions of the Legal Metrology Act, 2009, with a view to ensuring uniform adoption and synchronisation
of Indian Standard Time (IST) across the country and promoting accuracy, reliability, traceability,
operational efficiency, resilience and security in governance, public services, commerce, industry, critical
infrastructure and by the public at large.
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4. Base unit of time.- The base unit of time shall be the second (symbol-‘s’), defined by taking the fixed numerical
value of the caesium frequency 4V, the unperturbed ground-state hyperfine transition frequency of caesium-133
atom, to be 9192631770 when expressed in the unit Hz, equal to s\

5. Format of Indian Standard Time (IST).- (1) The standard format of Indian Standard Time (IST) is
HH:MM:SS

(2) The standard format for Indian Standard Time (IST) with date is DD-MM-YYYY- HH:MM:SS

(3) The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research - National Physical Laboratory shall maintain the primary
time scale of India, UTC (NPLI) and realise Indian Standard Time (IST), with traceability to the UTC.

(4) The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research - National Physical Laboratory, Regional Reference
Standards Laboratories, Indian Space Research Organisation and other authorised timing sources shall disseminate
UTC (NPLI) and Indian Standard Time (IST) through its official time and frequency services.

(5) The Legal Metrology Division shall be responsible for the establishment, maintenance and traceability of all
secondary time scales at RRSLs to ensure traceability to the IST.

6. Reference to time.- (1) All references to time in legal, administrative and official documents shall be Indian
Standard Time (IST) unless explicitly stated otherwise.

(2) The Indian Standard Time (IST) shall be the standard time reference across all sectors, including commerce,
transport, public administration, legal contracts and financial operations.

(3) The authorised timing source shall maintain accuracy and traceability of its time synchronisation to UTC
(NPLI) or Indian Standard Time (IST).

(4) An authorised timing source shall provide a time signal traceable to the UTC (NPLI) or Indian Standard Time
(IST) and the end entity shall bear the exclusive responsibility for ensuring the accuracy, stability and traceability
of the time dependent within its systems.

(5) The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-National Physical Laboratory and other authorised timing
sources may maintain a public webpage displaying the official Indian Standard Time (IST) and while such source
shall provide a time signal traceable to the national time standard, the end user shall be responsible for monitoring
deviations recording them in accordance with international standards and maintains auditable data to demonstrate
traceability of its time to the national time standard.

7. Prohibition of other time references.- No entity shall use, display or record any time reference other than
Indian Standard Time (IST) for all purposes:

Provided that if any law in force or orders or directions or guidelines permits for display of time of foreign
time zones with clear labelling alongside Indian Standard Time (IST), alternate time scales may be used for
scientific research, navigation or astronomy with prior approval.

8. Public display and use of Indian Standard Time (IST).- (1) The Government offices and public institutions
shall synchronise time-dependent applications and public time displays to Indian Standard Time (IST) through an
authorised timing source specified in these rules.

(2) The specific addresses or access protocols for designated NTP, PTP or any other authorised means or NavIC
services including domain names or public internet protocol addresses, shall be published and maintained by the
Director (Legal Metrology).

(3) Major public locations, including railways, airports and Government offices, shall display Indian Standard
Time (IST) synchronised with a traceable source as defined in these rules with accuracy.

(4) Entities operating within critical sectors, including telecommunications, financial services, energy and data
centers, shall ensure that time-dependent systems are synchronised to Indian Standard Time (IST) using an
authorised time source traceable to UTC (NPLI), namely,—

(i) NPLI; or
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(i) RRSL; or
(iii) NavIC based timing reference/device; or
(iv) National Informatics Centre; or

(v) other authorised timing sources.

(5) The authorised timing sources shall provide time dissemination services using standard protocols, including
Network Time Protocol (NTP) and Precision Time Protocol (PTP) and the Director, Legal Metrology may specify
subscription fee for such services.

9. Cybersecurity and resiliency.- (1) The time-synchronisation systems shall incorporate robust cybersecurity
measures to safeguard against malicious attacks.

(2) The end-entity shall employ a redundant time synchronisation system to ensure continuous time traceable to
UTC (NPLI) or Indian Standard Time (IST).

(3) All entities and organisations shall implement and maintain a comprehensive contingency plan to mitigate
potential disruptions, including jamming, spoofing and cyber-attacks, affecting their time-synchronisation
systems.

(4) The information technology security guidelines for time-synchronisation systems aimed at protecting the
integrity, confidentiality and availability of service of Time-synchronisation systems as specified by the Central
Government or such authority as may be authorised by it.

(5) The time-synchronisation systems shall,-

(i) utilise a secure housing, hardware, software and procedures to protect against unauthorised intrusion
and misuse;

(ii) provide a dependable level of reliability in their services, suited for the performance of their intended
function;

(ii1) adhere to security procedures to ensure that accountability, availability, reliability and traceability of
time are maintained; and

(iv) comply with such standards, guidelines and procedures as may be specified by the Government:
Provided that such standards do not compromise the security and integrity of the system.

(6) To safeguard national and economic security, all critical infrastructure sectors including defence, power
grids, utilities, telecommunications, banking and finance, transportation, enterprises, broadcasting, data
centers, etc. shall utilise a redundant time synchronization system and such system shall incorporate the NavIC
or one or more authorised timing sources as a timing reference in addition to other authorised timing source.

(7) To build resiliency, all global navigation satellite systems based timing devices shall receive at least one
timing reference directly from the NavIC constellation or from an authorised timing source.

3 All entities and organisations shall integrate one or more authorised timing sources into their timing
infrastructure to mitigate disruptions and ensure continuity of network operations and mission-critical
services.

(&) The user shall implement mechanisms to maintain uninterrupted timing services in the event of
reference input failures by employing highly stable and precise atomic clocks calibrated by Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research - National Physical Laboratory or Regional Reference Standard Laboratories
or by sourcing time from authorised timing sources.

10. Compliance and monitoring.— (1) The periodic audits shall be conducted to ensure compliance with these
rules.
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(2) All Regional Reference Standard Laboratories and other authorised timing sources shall be subject to such
audits to verify the traceability and availability of Indian Standard Time (IST).

(3) The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research - National Physical Laboratory, shall maintain UTC (NPLI)
and ensure its traceability to Coordinated Universal Time (UTC).

“4) The Legal Metrology Division shall oversee and enforce compliance with these rules.

11. Penalties.— (1) where any person or agency has breached the provisions of these rules, directions or
orders made thereunder, shall be punishable under the provisions of the Act.

2) The Director, Legal Metrology or an authorised officer, shall conduct an inquiry and impose penalty
in case of breach of the provisions under this Act.

[F. No. 1-9/1/2025-W&M]
ANUPAM MISHRA, Addl. Secy.
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